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κτῆμά τε ἐς αἰεὶ μᾶλλον ἢ ἀγώνισμα ἐς τὸ παραχρῆμα ἀκούειν ξύγκειται. 
 “[My work] is written as a possession for all time rather than as a contest piece to be heard 
just for the moment.”   
 — Thucydides 1.22 
 
“He who does not know the syntax of Thucydides does not know the mind of Thucydides.”   
 — Basil Gildersleeve, quoted by R.S. Stroud in JHS 111 (1991) 223-224. 

 
Course Description 
 
This seminar will examine the nature of Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War.  We will read 
sections of the History in Greek (focusing in particular on the Sicilian Expedition in Books 6 and 7) 
and the rest of Books 6 and 7 in English.  We will examine Thucydides’ reasons for writing his history, 
what he was attempting to accomplish, and the extent to which he succeeded.  We will pay particular 
attention to the question of Thucydides’ use of speeches and how they are related to the narrative 
sections of his work, and to the place and function of his account of the Sicilian Expedition in the 
History as a whole. We will also relate portions of Thucydides’ account of the Sicilian Expedition to 
our visit to Sicily in the Ancient City course.  By the end of the semester, we should have a better sense 
of Thucydides as a historian and Greek prose stylist, and be able to read his 5th century Attic prose with 
relative speed and precision. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
You are expected to come to every class having translated the assigned passages in Greek and having 
read the assigned passages and articles in English.  Attendance is mandatory, and any unexcused 
absences will affect your final evaluation.  There will be two in-class translation exams, an in-class 
article presentation, a final exam, and a 5-7 page final paper on a topic in Thucydides of your choice.   
 
Grading 
In-class translation: 20% 
Two in-class exams: 30% 
In-class article presentation: 10% 
Final exam: 20% 
Final research paper: 20% 
 
Required Texts 
 
Dover, K.  Thucydides Book VI.  Duckworth. ISBN 1-85399-587-8.   
Shelmerdine, C.  Thucydides Book 6. (Bryn Mawr Commentaries) Hackett Publishing, ISBN 978-0-

929524-35-1. 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War.  Tr. Rex Warner.  Penguin Books, 1974, ISBN: 

9780140440393. 
 
Recommended Texts  
 
Thucydides, Historiae, Vol. II. H.S. Jones, ed.  Oxford University Press, 1942. 
 
On-line Resources 
 
There is a wonderfully useful and elegant edition of Thucydides on the Perseus Website: 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text.jsp?doc=Perseus:text:1999.01.0199 
It contains the entire Greek text of Thucydides with full links to Greek dictionaries and multiple 
commentaries.   



Due Dates for Assignments 
 
First in-class exam: Wednesday, February 13 
Second in-class exam: Wednesday, March 26 
Article presentation: TBA 
Term paper:  Friday, May 2, 5 p.m. 
Final exam: TBA 
 
Schedule of Classes and Readings 
 
W 23 Jan E: 1.1-88  
 
M 28 Jan E: 2.34-65; G: VI. 1-2.2 Dover ix-xxix; Asheri 
W 30 Jan G: VI. 2.3-2.6; E: 6. 3-7 Connor (1)  
 
M 4 Feb G: VI. 8-9; E: 5.84-116 Zagorin 100-124 
W 6 Feb G: VI. 10-11.5 Morrison 
 
M 11 Feb G: VI.11.5-13 Rutter 
W 13 Feb In-class exam 
 
M 18 Feb G: VI. 14-16 Ober 
W 20 Feb G: VI. 17 Cawkwell 
 
M 25 Feb E: 6.17-105 Dewald 144-163, 221-226 
W 27 Feb E: 7. 1-87  
 
Feb 29-March 8:  Sicily Trip 
 
March 8-16: Fall Break 
 
M 17 Mar G: VI. 18-19 Garrity 
W 19 Mar G: VI. 20-23 Desmond 
 
M 24 Mar E: 6. 24-29; G: VI. 30-31.4  
W 26 Mar In-class exam  
 
M 31 Mar G: VI. 31.5-33; E: 6. 34-45 
W 2 Apr G: VI. 46-49; E: 6. 50-59  
 
April 5-12: Campania Trip 
 
M 14 Apr G: VI: 60-61; E: 6. 62-88  
W 16 Apr E: 6. 89-105; G: VI. 92.2-93 
 
M 21 Apr E: 7. 1-47; G. VII. 48 
W 23  Apr E: 7. 49-65; G. VII. 68-69 Lateiner 
 
M 28 Apr E: 7. 69-85   G. VII. 86-87 
W 30 Apr Thucydides, Sicily, Athens Lebow, Connor (2) 231-250 
F 2 May Final paper due at 5 pm 
 
Final Exam Week Exam 
 
Selected Readings and Commentaries On Reserve in Library  
 
Asheri   Asheri, D. “Chapter 7: Sicily, 478-431 B.C.”  Pp. 147-170 in The Cambridge 

Ancient History, Volume V: The Fifth Century B.C. 2nd edition. Ed. Lewis, D. 
M., Boardman, J., and Davies, J.K.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1992. (book and photocopy) 



 
Cartwright  Cartwright, David.  A Historical Commentary on Thucydides: A Companion to 

Rex Warner’s Penguin Translation.  University of Michigan Press: Ann Arbor, 
1997. (book) 

 
Cawkwell  Cawkwell, George.  Thucydides and the Peloponnesian War. London and New 

York: Routledge, 1997.  Chapter 5: “Thucydides, Alcibiades and the West” pp. 
75-90.  (photocopy) 

 
Connor (1)  Connor, Robert. “Thucydides,” in Ancient Writers, Greece and Rome, Luce, T.J. 

ed, Charles Scribner’s Sons: New York, 1982, Volume I, pp. 267-289.  (book 
and photocopy) 

 
Connor (2)  Connor, Robert.  Thucydides.  Princeton, 1984.  (book and photocopy) 
 
Dewald  Dewald, Carolyn.  Thucydides’ War Narrative: A Structural Study.  University 

of California Press: Berkeley, Los Angeles, and London, 2005. (book and 
photocopy) 

 
Desmond  Desmond, William.  “Lessons of Fear: A Reading of Thucydides.” Classical 

Philology 101 (2006) 359-379. (photocopy) 
 
Garrity  Garrity, T.F. “Thucydides 1.22.1: Content and Form in the Speeches.” American 

Journal of Philology 119 (1998) 361-384. (photocopy) 
 
Gomme  Gomme, A.W., Andrews, A., and Dover, K.J. A Historical Commentary on 

Thucydides.  Volume IV: Books V.25-VII.  Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1970. 
 
Lateiner  Lateiner, D.  “Nicias’ Inadequate Encouragement (Thucydides 7. 69. 2)” 

Classical Philology 80 (1985) 201-213. (photocopy) 
 
Lebow  Lebow, Richard N.  ÒThucydides the ConstructivistÓ The American Political 

Science Review 95 (2001) 547-560. (photocopy) 
 
Morrison Morrison, James V.  “Interaction of Speech and Narrative in Thucydides.” Pp. 

251-277 in Rengakos, A. and Tsakmakis, A. Brill’s Companion to Thucydides. 
Leiden and Boston, 2006.  (photocopy) 

 
Ober Ober, Josiah. “Thucydides and the Invention of Political Science.” Pp. 131-159 

in Rengakos, A. and Tsakmakis, A. Brill’s Companion to Thucydides. Leiden 
and Boston, 2006. (photocopy) 

 
Rutter Rutter, Keith.  “Sicily and South Italy: The Background to Thucydides Books 6 

and 7.”  Greece & Rome 33 (1986) 142-155. (photocopy) 
 
Strassler Strassler, Robert, ed.  The Landmark Thucydides.  Simon & Shuter: New York, 

1998. (book) 
 
Zagorin Zagorin, Perez.  Thucydides: An Introduction for the Common Reader.  

Princeton University Press: Princeton and Oxford, 2005. (book and photocopy) 
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